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/(new- to  Aide  A/s  time. 
cAnd  con  Aii^ime  aA/icfe, 
eSti// j/aticnt  in  A/s  simj?i£/G/(/, 
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'•  §)/3turO  our  jue/pmemtyAr  tAe 
But  at  fast  si  fence  comes; 


When  Lincoln  Was  a Boy 

By  J.  L.  Harbour  ^ 


if  President  Lincoln 


WMsassm 


Abraham  Lincoln 

fi 

1809-1909 

fl 

FEBRUARY,  1909] 


THE  AMERICAN  BOY 


IOI 


homely  nnd  rather  odd  stepson.  When  she  was  an  old  woman  Sally 
Lincoln  said  of  this  stepson:  "Abe  was  a good  boy.  and  I can  say  what 
scarcely  one  woman— a mother — can  say  In  a thousand:  Abe  never 

gave  me  a cross  word  or  look,  nnd  never  refused.  In  fact  or  appearance, 
to  do  anything  I requested  him.  He  was  a dutiful  son  to  me  always. 

1 think  he  loved  me  truly.  I had  a son,  John,  who  was  raised  with  Abe. 
Both  were  good  boys,  but  I must  say.  both  now  being  dead,  that  Abe 
was  the  best  boy  I ever  saw  or  ever  expect  to  see." 

The  right  to  the  proud  title  of  "Honest  Abe"  that  attached  to  Lin- 
coln In  his  later  life  might  well  have  been  given  to  him  In  his  boyhood. 
All  the  records  of  his  early  life  prove  thnt  he  was  an  honest  boy  and 
one  as  frank  and  open  as  the  day. 

' When  the  boy  Lincoln  was  seven  years  old,  new  and  wider  vistas 
seemed  to  open  for  him  In  the  removal  of  his  fnther  to  Spencer  County, 
Indiana.  Thomas  Lincoln  had  a brother  who  had  gone  to  Indiana,  and 
the  reports  sent  back  to  Kentucky  by  this  brother  were  so  encouraging 
thnt  Thomas  Lincoln  decided  to  pull  up  stakes  In  Kentucky  and  Join 
his  brother  In  Indiana.  The  Journey  was  made  In  a wagon,  and  the  boy 
Abe  found  it  to  be  delightful— more  delightful  than  his  early  experiences 
in  his  new  home  could  have  been,  for  this  new  home  was  even  more  of 
a wilderness  than  the  Kentucky  home  had  been  and  the  settlers  had 
to  endure  many  prlvatioqs.  It  is  no  wonder  that  Lincoln  referred  In  his 
later  life  to  liie  days  of  Ills  boyhood  In  Indiana  as  "pretty  pinching 
times."  No  boy  had  more  hard  work  in 
his  boyhood  than  fell  to  the  portion  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  but  he  performed  his 
hard  tasks  cheerfully  and  even  merrily, 
and  his  hard  work  swinging  the  uxe  or 
grubblng-hoe  surely  did  him  no  physical 
harm,  for  he  was  noted  for  his  great 
strength  as  he  approached  the  years  of 
manhood.  When  not  at  work  on  his  fath- 
er's farm  he  worked  for  some  neighboring 
farmers,  receiving  twenty-live  cents  a day 
for  his  services,  and  even  this  small  sum 
was  paid  to  his  fnther.  When  an  occa- 
sional hour  or  half  May  of  leisure  came  to 
him  he  was  off  to  the  woods  with  his  gun 
or  awny  to  the  nearest  stream  to  swim  or 
row  with  the  other  hoys.  His  work  nnd 
his  pleasures  were  in  the  open  air  and  he 
was  u true  lover  of  nature.  Often  a book 
went  with  him  when  he  went  to  the  woods, 
nnd  it  was  common  for  him  to  carry  a 
book  when  he  went  to  the  fields  or'  to  the 

woods  to  work.  He  could  read  and  ent  his  frugal  noonday  luncheon  at 
the  same  time,  and  there  came  occasional  opportunities  for  a few  min- 
utes reading  while  he  was  at  work  His  reading  habits  nnd  his  appar- 
ent eagerness  to  educate  himself  gave  hint  the  reputation  of  being  a 
"smart  boy,”  and  It  was  predicted  by  some  of  the  older  people  who 
commended  his  reading  habits  that  he  would  be  a "smart  man."  But 
no  one  had  any  suspicion  of  the  real  greatness  to  be  developed  In  the 
overgrown,  lank  nnd  peculiarly  homely  boy.  The  mere  suggestion  that 
he  would  some  day  become  President  of  this  United  States  would  no 
doubt  have  provoked  shouts  of  derisive  laughter. 

Lincoln's  first  glimpse  of  a world  very  far  beyond  the  limits  of 
Indiana  came  when  he  was  a boy  of  seventeen.  At  this  age  an  oppor- 
tunity came  for  him  to  go  to  New  Orleans  as  a boat  hand  with  a load 
of  produce.  He  was  paid  eight  dollars  a month  for  his  helpful  services, 
but  ho  cared  much  less  for  the  money  than  for  the  pleasure  he  derived 
from  Journeying  to  strange  lands  and  having  new  experiences.  No 
doubt  this  trip  strengthened  the  boy's  determination  to  "amount  to 
something”  nnd  to  take  his  place  among  the  men  of  consequence  in  the 
world.  He  took  more  than  a mere  passing  notice  of  all  that  he  saw 
and  heard,  for  he  had  a wonderful  memory  and  he  stored  away  In  his 
mind  things  that  would  be  helpful  to  him  in  his  future  life.  Early  In 
life  he  formed  the  habit  of  committing  to  memory  pages  of  the  best 
things  he  found  in  books,  and  he  could  recite  more  poetry  than  any- 
one In  the  neighborhood  In  which  he  lived.  He  strengthened  his  mem- 
ory nnd  broadened  his  mind  In  this  way. 

Thomas  Lincoln  ngntn  "pulled  up  stakes"  after  he  had  lived  in  his 
Indiana  home  fourteen  years  and  his  sou  Abraham  wns  twenty-one 
years  old.  This  time  the  Lincoln  family  went  to  Illinois  and  settled  In 
Macon  County,  In  the  centrnl  part  of  the  state.  The  journey  to  Illinois 
was  made  In  wagons  and  on  horseback,  two  or  three  families  going  with 
the  Lincolns,  and  Abe  was  the  life  of  the  party.  His  keen  sense  of 
humor  and  story-telling  proclivities  kept  the  little  band  of  wayfarers 
from  being  dull  for  very  long  at  a time.  Lincoln  wns  the  driver  of  one 
of  the  teams  nnd  was  always  ready  to  lend  a hand  at  anything  that 
needed  to  be  done.  Arrived  at  tlielr  new  home  Lincoln  helped  his 
father  to  build  a log  cabin  and  to  split  rails  enough  to  enclose  ten 
acres  of  ground.  Then  Lincoln,  having  attained  his  majority,  started 
out  In  life  for  himself  with  only  his  great  physical  strength  in  the  way 
of  capital.  He  lacked  even  a suit  of  good  clothes,  and  about  the  first 
work  he  did  was  to  split  rails  to  pay  for  a few  yards  of  brown  jeans 
for  a pair  of  trousers  for  himself.  Work  was  plenty  and  the  tall, 
strong  and  young  future  President  of  the  United  States  found  plenty 
to  do,  although  the  pay  was  small  enough.  He  became  famous  as  a 
splitter  of  rnlls,  and  this  was  work  that  required  more  than  ordinary- 
strength  when  a man  split  as  many  rails  In  a day  ns  Lincoln  could 
split.  Lincoln  soon  became  noted  for  his  wit,  his  clever  stories,  his 
abounding  good  humor  and  his  willingness  to  do  any  one  a kindly  turn. 
He  had  nil  of  the  best  elements  thnt  make  a young  fellow  populnr,  and  It 


Is  doubtful  If  he  had  many  enemies,  although  a man  could  hardly  stand  so 
firmly  for  the  right  as  he  did  without  gaining  the  ill-will  of  some  one.  He 
was  in  his  twenty-second  year  when  he  took  a second  trip  to  New  Orleans 
on  a fiatboat  that  he  and  two  or  three  others  built.  Lincoln  remained  a 
month  In  New  Orleans  and  while  In  the  South  he  saw  a great  deal  of  the 
slavery  that  aroused  so  much  opposition  In  him  in  his  after  life. 

Returning  to  Illinois,  Lincoln  became  a clerk  In  n store  In  the  little 
town  of  New  Salem.  In  his  new  position  he  came  Into  contact  with  all  the 
people  roundabout  and  made  many  friends.  People  In  other  counties  began 
to  hear  of  the  unusual  young  man  over  In  New  Snlem.  This  young  mans 
nmbltlon  to  rise  above  the  condition  of  a clerk  In  a country  store  was  steadily- 
increasing,  and  he  spent  all  of  his  spare  moments  In  reading  and  studying. 
We  read  that  he  walked  eight  or  nine  miles  to  attend  debating  clubs  that 
he  might  fit  himself  better  for  public  speaking.  He  walked  six  miles  to 
borrow  a grammar  and  pored  over  the  book  during  his  leisure  moments, 
and  when  he  was  but  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  announced  himself  ns  a 
candidate  for  ofllce  In  the  General  Assembly-  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
this  was  the  beginning  of  the  political  career  that  finally  made  him  President 
of  the  United  States.  With  the  years  of  his  boyhood  behind  him  and  new 
vistas  of  opportunity  opening  before  him  In  the  early  years  of  his  manhood, 
Abraham  Lincoln  began  a career  unpnralleled  by  that  of  any  other  man 
In  the  history  of  bur  country.  Tils  was  a noble  life,  with  which  the  youth 
nf  every  land  should  become  familiar,  while  the  boys  of  our  country- 
should  find  In  the  life  story  of  Abraham  Lincoln  much  of  Inspiration 
and  encouragement,  no  matter  how  great  the  obstacles  to  success  In 
their  own  lives  may  seem.  What  has  been  done  can  be  done,  and  boys 
who  choose  to  do  so  can  rise  above  any  of  the  restrictions  Imposed  by 
poverty  or  lack  of  education,  just  as  Abraham  Lincoln  rose  above  them. 
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The  Nation’s  Hero 

By  Katherine  Holt 

:E  STRUCTURE  of  Lincoln's  great  frame  and  service  was  built 
upon  such  strange  foundations,  it  seems  almost  a story  of  magic — a 
. Jfillment  of  the  predictions  of  early  fairy  tales,  for  such  marvelous 
things  were  accomplished  from  such  humble  beginnings.  There  is 
nothing  more  wonderful  In  fiction  than  the  contrast  between  Lincoln 
with  nothing  to  work  with  or  for.  nnd  Lincoln  liberating,  with  the  stroke 
of  Ills  pen.  4,000,000  slaves. 

In  plnce  of  University  training,  fortune  gave  him  trials,  hardships, 
and  struggles  as  a preparation  for  the  great  work  he  had  to  do.  His 
only  capital  was  character  and  capacity  for  work,  but  It  proved  to  be 
just  what  the  emergency  needed. 

We  nre  told  that  “there  Is  no  excellence  without  adequate  education, 
no  possible  mastery  of  any  art  without  thorough  training."  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  sometimes  cnlled  an  accident,  and  his  literary  gift  an 
"unaccountable  play  of  nature,”  but  few  men 
have  more  persistently  worked  out  what 
was  In  them,  by  clear  intelligence,  or 
trained  themselves  more  thoroughly  to  the 
use  of  English  than  he.  Early,  he  discov- 
ered the  practical  use  of  knowledge,  and 
set  himself  to  acquire  It.  Year  by  year, 
this  knowledge  and  power  grew,  and  a 
wonderful  mentality  was  the  result.  His 
power  of  persuasion,  which  was  always  re- 
markable, became  developed  to  an  extra- 
ordinary degree,  and  little  by  little,  he  rose 
to  prominence  at  the  bar,  and  then  became 
the  most  effective  speaker  in  the  West. 
Ho  lacked  all  the  grnces  of  the  orator,  but 
his  dear  and  forceful  statements  impressed 
his  hearers  as  the  conviction  of  an  honest 
mind,  and  his  sound  logic,  broad  sympa- 
thies. and  genial  humor,  made  him  a great 
favorite  In  Illinois;  but  it  Is  quite  probable 
«>ci>n. rum* k that,  until  the  publication  of  the  Lincoln 

and  Douglas  Debates  in  1S59,  there  were 
many  throughout  the  country  who  had  not  beard  of  his  existence. 

Douglas  was  known  all  through  the  republic,  but  who  was  Abraham 
Lincoln?  Wlmt  had  he  been  doing  through  preceding  years?  People 
were  astonished!  No  statesman  in  Congress  had  grappled  with  the 
great  questions  of  the  day  with  so  much  power.  The  curiosity  of  the 
people  of  New  York  and  Boston,  In  regard  to  the  hitherto  unknown 
man.  who  had  proved  himself  a match  for  Douglas,  was  so  great  that 
he  received  an  invitation  to  lecture  in  those  cities,  and  on  Saturday, 
February  23th,  1SG0,  he  arrived  In  New  York  City. 

On  Monday,  his  hosts  found  him  dressed  in  a shining  new  suit  of 
black,  covered  with  very  apparent  creases  ami  wrinkles,  ncqulred  by 
being  packed  too  long  and  too  closely  in  his  little  valise.  -It  would  be 
natural  If  he  felt  uneasy  In  his  new  clothes  nnd  the  strange  place,  and 
It  is  quite  likely  that  he  did  not  meet  with  indifference  his  audience  of 
Metropolitan  critics.  The  introduction  made  by  William  Cullen  Bryant, 
simply  stating,  “He  Is  an  eminent  citizen  of  the  West,  hitherto  known 
to  you  only  by  reputation,"  could  scarcely  serve  to  place  him  at  his 
ease,  and  it  Is  safe  to  say  that  the  first  Impression  made  on  the  audience 
by  the  ungainly  Westerner,  was  not  the  one  they  carried  away  with 
them  a little  later,  for  we  are  told  that  his  excellent  speech  "expanded 
In  Interest,  nnd  improved  to  the  end."  The  next  morning  the  best  news- 
papers gave  full  accounts  of  the  speech  with  compliments.  The  Tribune, 
Horace  Greeley’s  paper,  expressed  commendation  wholly  out  of  accord 
(Continued  on  page  122.) 
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Do  you 
Ride  a , 
Bicycle? 


to  struggle  In,  attempted  to  pull  to 
door  by  Its  edge.  The  tiger  seized 
hand  In  his  teeth  and  plucked  the  big 
bodily  through  the  doorway.  Amid  I 
scrlbablo  tumult,  confusion  and  horroi 
enormous  striped  devil  began  to  half 
half  drag  away  Ills  helpless  captive. 

"Barry  held  back  all  ho  could  and. 
his  feet  as  the  tiger  drew  him  Into 
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the  rescue.  Hound 
tiger  the  llttlo  dog 
yupplng  furiously 
> occasional  bite. 

"The  man-eater 
was  puzzled  and 
annoyed.  All  Ills 
motions  betrayed  a 


G & J Tire  Co. 

liiluifsUi,  Ul.' 


could  do  nothing, 
ns  his  Jaws  were 
fast  closed  on  the 
man's  hand.  The 
tiger's  progress 
was  delayed.  This 


i o d°Ud  i 


>ld  muskc 


( they  had  been  un- 
able to  remove  It). 
Springing  at  the 
terrible  beast.  Carr 
plunged  the  bay- 
onet far  through 
the  striped  shoul- 
der, at  the  same 
moment  discharg- 
ing both  barrels  of 
the  gun!  The  ti- 
ger's hold  relaxed. 
The  two  men  raced 
for  the  bungalow. 

"Barry  was  last. 
As  he  reached  the 
verandah  a tcrrlllc 
blow  on  his  shoul- 
der hurled  him 
clear  across  the 
lloor.  It  was  the 
tiger's  expiring  ef- 
fort. As  he  rolled 
over  against  the 
planter  his  bloody 
fangs  snapped 
closo  b e s 1 d o the 


blanclu 


for  yours 


' Ills  left  hand 
mangled  to  a 
i stub.  Frank 


stark  mad.  Both  men  had  to  go  '1 
for  a long  time,  and  poor  Carr  was 
Insane  hospital  for  a year." 

Wo  all  sat  silent  at  the  table.  F 
Barry  Jingled  a little  bell,  and  a I 
servant  brought  lights.  Wu  needed 
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“Tiger”  Barry’s  Close  Call 

« . . -T-  _ c xi A~- rnnntru  through  the  doors  on 


Being  a True  Story  of  the  Assamese  Tea  Country 

By  ARTHUR  J.  -PARKER 


ONE  evening  during  my  second  year's  the 
stay  In  Assam,  good  fortune  fa-  Ho’ 
vored  me  and  1 found  myself  riding  tloi 
up  to  tho  portico  of  "Tiger"  Barry's  Beclnsurcg  wero  p|jn„tu 

L .*?  * 1 ^ muat8Iundle ra ton'd!  lin'd  "Ono  ovcnlng  there  gathered  on  Barry’s  he  ip  for  some  time,  for  In  the  bungalow 

of  the  men  I had  most  verandah  some  eight  Sahibs,  each  with  a lamps  had  to  bo  lit  and  rifles  selected, 

it  because  no  whlto  man  small  battery  of  guns.  Book-outs  hud  Further  and  further  from  the  house,  near- 

, ’known  to  graze  nearer  been  posted  around  tho  Tines,’  and  It  was  or  nnd  nearer  to  the  gloomy  forest  tho 

death  from  a mnn-cuter,  and  yet  pull  expected  by  the  white  men  that  within  awful  beast  dragged  his  stumbling  ' 

ihroiivh  than  ho  had  His  storv  was  one  an  hour  or  two  word  of  tho  manslayer  "Suddenly  a tiny  white  form  t 

! ' wanted  very*  much  to  hear  ^nd  hear  might  he  brought.  , , down  the  path,  and  Barry's  favor! 

It  I aid,  u rot ..Mil  ...  -TO  ...nine  V.,. 

Barry  received  me  with  tho  usual  more-  and  brightly 
than-cordlal  Anglo-Indlnn  hospitality.  beforo  tho  I 
He  was  a tall  and  very  powerfully  built  as  by  day. 


n birnhes  i 


from  the  district, 
and  after  a while 
lie  had  begun  to 
Infest  tho  vicinity 
of  the  garden.  Then 
he  had  commenced 
taking  coolies. 


(small  blamo  in 

the  forest-wall  us 
night  approached. 

Then  the  beast  be- 
came bolder,  and 
In  tho  short  twi- 
light visited  the 
•lines'  nnd  spirited  away  his  vie 
among  the  huts. 

"The  tiger,  they  nil  declared,  ' 
ns  an  elephant.  His  coming  w 
lightning  of'  Mnhndevu,  yet  vl 
that  deity  himself.  His  attack 
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Plunged  tho  Bayonet  Into  His  Shoulder  and  Fired  Both  Barrels 


CHAUFFEURS 

EARN  BIG  MONEY 

We  leach  you  lo  bo  a Chauffeur  of  Reeairman  in  from  lix 
weeli  lo  ihicc  month],  depending  on  your  ability.  There  ia 
no  pleouoler  work  wilhiuch  unlimited  epporiunilia.  Co  uric 
is  ample  and  practical  in  every  t expect.  Ei rry  detail  it  ex- 
plained io  ample  lansuase,  chxltx  and  detailed  dluitiatiaoi. 
You  itudy  in  your  ipafe  lime  in  your  own  home.  Will  not 
' lerfere  with  your  prexeot occupation.  Auto-tianiportxtioo  and 
axicab  lioex  narcos  up  in  every  city.  Thixiayouropportumty. 
Vrile  today  lor  free  proipectuj.  We  axaixl  you  to  poutiona. 

BUFFALO  AUTOMOBILE  SCHOOL 
S61  Franklin  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


Its  recent  notions.  From  New  Tor 
rent  to  other  Eastern  cities,  and  F 
5 and  logic  of  I'  ' 


_ sad  discovered 

mentioned  ns  a possible  candidate  for  tho 
presidency  In  the  election  that  was  to  take 
place  that  Fall.  A year  previous  to  this, 
an  editor  of  Illinois  had  written  _to  him 
asking  permission  to  annou 
enndidato  through  his  pnpet 
thanked  him  and  modestly  muo»u,  c... 
Ing,  "I  must  In  all  candor  say  that  I t 
not  think  myself  lit  for  the  Presidency. 

Political  unrest  at  that  time 
great,  and  slavery 


or  aguinst  It.  Tho  southern  leaders  no 
longer  demanded— they  threatened,  and 
roundly  declared  that  should  a Black  Re- 
publican President"  be  elected,  or  slavery 
be  not  quickly  innilo  lawful  all  over  tho 
country,  they  would  take  their  staies  out 
of  the  Union. 

On  May  16,  I860,  the  Republican  Con- 
vention met  in  Chicago,  where  tho  great 
wigwam  had  been  built  to  hold  1U. 


state,  and  then  to  fame  anil  leadership  In 
the  Nntlon.  Tho  titles  quickly  grow  lo 
he  more  than  mere  party  nicknames. 
They  stood  for  a faith  and  trust  destined 
to  play  a large  part  In  the  history  of  tho 
next  few  years. 

When  he  bade  Ills  Sprlnglleld  fare- 
well, when  leaving  for  Washington,  his 
address  was  brlof  and  pathetic,  and  Ills 
simple  faith  In  the  Divine  Father  Is 
beautifully  expressed  as  follows:  "My 

friends — no  one  not  In  my  situation  enn 
appreciate  my  feeling  of  sadness  at  tills 

parting.  To  this  place,  and  tho  kindness 

Lincoln  of  theso  people,  I owe  everything.  Hero 
yd,  say-  I have  lived  a quarter  of  a century,  and 


e absorbing  topic 
...  lidatos 


Few 


,'body  s 


n such 
med  to 


depth  of  feeling,  nnd 

realize  that  a great  historical  

taking  place. 

When  at  last  tho  voting  began  two 
names,  Lincoln's  and  Seward’s,  stood  out 
beyond  all  the  rest.  The  second  bnllot 
showed  a loss  for  Seward  and  a gain  for 
Lincoln,  and  on  the  third,  Lincoln  needed 
but  one  and  one-half  to  carry  the  nomina- 
tion. A man  then  sprang  upon  a chair 
and  announced  a change  of  four  votes  to 
Lincoln — then  a teller  shouted  n name,  tho 
boom  of  a cannon  announced  tho  nomina- 
tion, and  the  outcomo  was  that  Lincoln 
was  elected  President  by  a plurality  of 
llfty-seven  electoral  votes. 

Immediately  several  states  announced 
their  intention  of  leaving  the  Union,  and 
by  tho  time  Lincoln  was  ready  to  leave 
Sprlnglleld  for  Washington,  seven  slates 
had  carried  out  their  declarations. 

Newspapers  and  pamphlet  biographies 
told  the  story  of  the  humble  beginning 
of  "Honest  Old  Abe."  the  "Rail  Split- 
ter" candidate.  "How  he  hud  risen  by 
simple,  earnest  work  nnd  natural  genius, 
Orst  to  fnmo  and  leadership 


Her 


a task  before  mo  greater  limn  that  which 
rested  upon  Washington.  Without  tho 
assistance  of  that  Divine  Being  who  ever 
attended  him,  I cannot  succeed.  With 
that  assistance.  I cannot  fall.  Trusting 
In  HI  in.  who  can  go  with  me.  and  remain 
with  you,  nnd  ho  everywhere  for  good,  lot 
us  confidently  hope  that  all  will  yet  bo 
well.  To  His  care  commending  you.  ns  I 
hope  In  your  prayers  you  will  commend 
me.  1 hid  you  an  alfectlonale  farewell. 

Ills  Inaugural  Address  at  Washington 
was  an  argument  and  a plea.  "Phys- 
ically speaking."  he  said,  "we  cannot  sep- 
arate the  North  from  tho  South;  we  can- 
not build  nn  lmpassablo  wall  between 
them,  nnd  It  would  bo  more  to  the  advan- 
tage of  both  If  they  should  mnko  their 
Intercourse  that  of  friends  Instead  of 
aliens,  for  they  must  ever  remain  fnco  to 
face,  cither  ns  friends  or  enemies."  Ho 
argued  that  ’the  whole  mattor  In  dispute 
be  left  to  all  the  peoplo  to  decide,  and 
plendcd  earnestly  for  union,  peace  nnd 
harmony. 

In  tho  kindliest  language,  he  showed 
how  Ul-ndvlsed  secession  must  he,  and 
urged  the  secessionists  to  desist  from 
enrrylng  out  their  tnad  plans,  declaring 

preservo  the  Union,  which  ho  hoped  to  do 
without  war  or  bloodshod.  but  emphat- 
ically stating  that  It  was  Ills  purpose  to 
do  his  whole  duty  by  tho  whole  country. 

In  tho  mnke-up  of  his  cabinet,  four  of 
tho  seven  members  had  boon  candidates 
for  tho  presidential  nomination.  With 
Ills  deep  respect  for  the  popular  will,  he 
undoubtedly  felt  that  no  men  represented 
public  volco  batter  .than  tho.-'- 


names  had  been  considered  for  tho  presi- 
dency. A weak  man  would  have  chosen 
weak  counselors,  rather  than  stand  In 
tho  limelight  of  public  opinion  with 

Lincoln's  supposed  rawness,  his  unfa- 
mlllarlty  with  statecraft,  and  his  westorn 
habits,  were  by  many  believed  to  unlit 
him  for  tho  higher  duties  of  statesman- 
ship. This  opinion  seemed  to  be  shared 
by  Ills  constitutional  advisors,  for  more 
than  one  of  thorn  expressed  a willingness 
to  lake  tho  responsibility  of  shaping  tho 
course  of  tho  administration  and  carry- 
ing out  plans  for  the  salvation  of  tho 
appalling  situation  that  was  forced  upon 
the  country,  but  with  masterful  calmness. 
Lincoln  took  Into  his  own  hands  tho 
direction  of  aftulrs,  and  was  steadily  ac- 
tuated by  tho  ono  purpose — to  save  the 
Union,  and  at  any  cost 

In  tho  war  which  followed,  by  his 
vigor,  firmness,  nnd  unshrinking  determi- 
nation, Lincoln  showed  the  world  that  he, 
and  not  another,  was  President  of  tho 
United  States. 

In  tho  long  contest  that  followed  the 
strongholds  of  slavery  woro  ono  by  ono 
demolished,  nnd  at  last  tho  Emancipation 
Proclamation  Issued  by  blip  put  a stop  to 
that  Institution,  and  after  so  many  ycurs 
slavery  was  deod. 

There  followed  other  field  disasters,  and 
only  when  tho  Bnttle  of  Gettysburg  hud 
boon  fought,  nnd  Vicksburg  taken,  did  men 
begin  to  soo  tho  day  of  pence  break.  Then 
statesmen  and  politicians  worried  tho 
good  President  with  their  plans  for  re- 
constructing tho  Union,  and  tholr  objec- 
tions to  his  plans,  but  the  peoplo  loved 
nnd  trusted  Lincoln.  Tho  quaint  title 
"Father  Abraham"  meant  something  more 
than  a mere  humorous  nickname.  Tho 
hold  ho  had  upon  the  people  was  his  he- 
enuso  of  his  loving  heart  that  wept  and 
laughed  with  them,  his  sympathy  with  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  his  patience, 
magnanimity  and  good  nnturo,  his  char- 
ity for  all,  and  his  homely  likeness  to  the 
plain  peoplo  from  whom  he  sprung  nnd 
with  whom  ho  was  one  to  tho  last. 

Tn  tho  midst  of  tho  closing  struggles  of 
tho  Civil  War,  Lincoln  wits  renominated 
nnd  elected  by  nn  overwhelming  and  tre- 
mendous vote  that  left  no  question  In  tho 
minds  of  men  of  the  undying  and  deeply 
rooted  love  of  the  American  peoplo  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  His  great  heart  held 
no  thought  of  unkindness  for  the  factions 
that  had  opposed  him.  and  serenaded  at 
night  or  two  after 
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part,  I have  striven,  nnd  will  strive,  to 
place  no  obstacle  In  the  way.  So  long  as 
I lmvo  been  here.  I iiavo  not  willingly 
planted  a thorn  In  any  man's  bosom. 
While  1 am  deeply  sonslblo  to  tho  high 
compliment  of  a re-election,  It  adds  noth- 
ing to  my  satisfaction  that  any  other  man 
may  bo  pained  or  disappointed  by  tho  re- 
sult. May  I nsk  those  who  wero  with  me 
to  Join  me  In  the  snmo  spirit  toward 
thoso  who  wero  against  us?" 

In  the  closing  words  of  his  second  In- 
augural address,  he  poured  out  tho  ten- 
derness and  devotion  of  that  great  soul 
of  his  In  these  closing  words:  "Fondly  do 
we  hope,  fervently  do  we  pray,  that  this 
mighty  scourge  of  war  may  speedily  pass 
away.  Yet.  If  God  wills  that  It  continue 
until  all  tho  wealth  plied  up  by  tho  bond- 
man's two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  un- 
requited toll  shall  be  sunk,  and  until  every 
drop  of  blood  drawn  with  the  lash  shall  be 
paid  with  another  drawn  by  the  sword,  us 
was  said  3.000  years  ago,  so  still  It  must 
lie  said,  thal  'The  Judgments  of  tho  Lord 
arc  truo  and  righteous  altogether.'  With 
mallco  towards  none,  and  with  charity  for 
all,  with  firmness  In  tho  right,  ns  God 
gives  us  to  see  the  right,  lot  us  strlvo  to 
finish  the  work  we  are  In.  lo  bind  up  the 
Nation's  wounds,  lo  care  for  him  who 
shall  have  borne  the  battle,  and  for  his 
widows  and  orphans,  to  do  all  which  may 
achieve  and  cherish  a Just  and  lasting 

tlons."  No  wonder  tho  nation  loved  the 
man  who  could  find  such  words  ns  theso 
In  tho  depths  of  his  heart. 

His  prayer  was  answered.  Tho  forty 
days  of  life  that  romnlned  to  him  wore 
crowded  with  great  historic  evonts.  His 
Proclamation  of  Emancipation  was  embod- 
ied In  nn  amendment  of  tlio  constitution, 
adopted  by  Congress,  nnd  subir 


Stat 


for 


The  dreadful 
away  and  tho 


„ jo  vanquished 

their  best  friend,  and  the  human  race  lost 
one  of  Its  noblest  examples,  nnd  while  nil 
friends  of  freedom  nnd  Justice  Join  hands 
ns  mourners  at  his  grave._ 


Ilrst  to  rnmo  anti  leuucimiiu  m mo  imu  m>v  — ------  , --  - 

“With  Firmness  in  the  Right  as  God  Gives  Us  to  See  the  Right’ 


